
 
 

 

TOOLS OF THE TRADE + SELF-TAPING COURSE SYLLABUS 

Instructor:  Jacqui Calloway 
Email:  jacqueline.calloway@austincc.edu 

Course Description 
This class is designed for actors with prior training who are beginning their professional 
acting journeys, revamping their materials, or newly breaking into the Austin market. It 
covers headshots, resumes, demo reels, casting websites, social media, agents, and 
self-taping. We’ll discuss industry standards, look at professional examples, and provide 
feedback on students’ current materials. We will dive into the technical elements of 
home set-up, camera technique, and editing self-tapes, and address the unique acting 
challenges they present. We’ll end by discussing the logistics of getting an agent and 
sustaining an acting career in Central Texas or beyond. (Class is 18 clock hours, limited 
to 10 students) 

Course Objectives 
● Familiarize students with the industry standard for various actors’ materials 
● Provide resources for getting headshots, building and formatting a resume, 

editing a reel, designing a website, and finding projects  
● Create and/or update student materials with instructor feedback 
● Understand the components of a proper self-taping space, including lighting, 

sound, and background, and how to professionally edit, label, and upload tapes. 
● Learn tools and strategies for taping auditions with or without a reader present. 
● Develop camera technique, including slating, eyelines, & awareness of frame. 
● Develop professional judgment regarding props, blocking, and physical action, 

and how to make strong choices without outside direction. 
● Prepare students to seek and get representation. 
● Shed insight on the type and scope of professional acting work in Central Texas. 

Rationale 
To help actors transition from acting as a hobby to acting as a profession.  

Required Materials 
Students should bring a laptop with Google Drive access to each class. 



 
 

 

Course Outline 
Week 1 – Branding. Finding types and headshot planning. 
Week 2 – Content. Resumes, reels, websites, and portfolios. 
Week 3 – Finding Work & Representation. Submitting via casting websites/social media 
Week 4 - Self-Taping Overview - Home set-up, camera technique, editing. 
Week 5 –.Self Taping Deep Dive - Finding strong choices to make your tapes stand out.  
Week 6  – Working Actors! Mock Agency Interviews. Final review of student materials, 
planning next steps and how to sustain a career.  


