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AUSTIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT
CONTINUING EDUCATION

ACTING ON CAMERA | COURSE SYLLABUS

Instructor: Jacqui Calloway | jacqueline.calloway@austincc.edu

Prerequisite
One or more basic acting classes — Acting Fundamentals or the equivalent

Course Description

This is a beginner-to-intermediate class focusing on acting on camera, introducing students to
the technical and performance skills needed to succeed in this medium. We will begin with an
introduction to film sets and production, including terminology, roles, and professional etiquette.
We’'ll use exercises and short scenes to help students develop a naturalistic acting style rooted
in connection, presence, subtlety, and emotional truth. We’ll explore how performances shift
with the project's tone and genre. Students will then prepare and perform assigned scenes from
various film and television scripts, with videotaping and playback used for critique. (Class is 18
clock hours, limited to 12 students).

Course Objectives
e Prepare students to work on a professional film or television set
e llluminate the key differences between theatre acting and film acting
e Guide students in creating naturalistic performances grounded in connection, presence,
subtlety, and emotional truth
Demonstrate how to adjust performances based on the needs of the script and direction
Teach students to perform with attention to continuity, marks, eyelines, and consistency

Rationale
This class provides the nuts and bolts of camera technique, which is imperative for any actor
working in film/TV/digital media.

Required Materials: N/A

Course Outline

Week 1 — Welcome to Set. Review of on-set terminology, etiquette, call sheets, schedules, etc.
Week 2 — Naturalistic Acting. Focus on listening, presence, authenticity, and grounded
performance. Exercises differentiating between theatre acting and screen acting.

Week 3 — Exploring Tone. Adjusting performances according to the genre and network.

Week 4 — Shooting Masters. Scene work with an emphasis on marks, continuity, and consistent
performances.

Week 5 — Shooting Coverage. Scene work with an emphasis on awareness of eyelines,
framing, stillness, and subtlety.

Week 6 — Final Scenes. Applying everything students have learned to selected scenes.




